
 

USDA Borlaug Fellowship Program for Burkina Faso  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is pleased to announce the 2012 Norman E. Borlaug 
International Agricultural Science and Technology Fellowship Program (Borlaug Fellowship Program) for 
Burkina Faso.  

The Borlaug Fellowship Program promotes food security and economic growth by increasing scientific 
knowledge, advancing the transfer of new agricultural technology, and encouraging collaborative 
research to improve agricultural productivity. It offers training and collaborative opportunities to 
agricultural scientists, faculty and policymakers.  Each Fellow works one-on-one with a U.S. mentor who 
coordinates the Fellow’s training. After completing the U.S.-based portion of the fellowship, the mentor 
visits the Fellow’s home institution to continue collaboration. 

The 2012 Borlaug Fellowship Program is administered and funded by USDA’s Foreign Agricultural 
Service (FAS).  USDA selects U.S. mentors and host institutions for each Fellow. 

The application deadline for the 2012 Borlaug Fellowship Program for Burkina Faso is 
January 4, 2012. 

Objectives: 

 Provide early to midcareer agricultural research scientists, faculty and policymakers with one-on-
one training opportunities in any agriculture-related field (see targeted research area below for 
this country);  

 Provide practical experience and exposure to new perspectives and/or technologies that can be 
applied upon completion of the program in their home institutions;  

 Foster increased collaboration and networking to improve agricultural productivity and trade;  

 Facilitate the transfer of new scientific and agricultural technologies to strengthen agricultural 
practices; and 

 Address obstacles to the adoption of technology such as ineffectual policies and regulations. 

Targeted Research Areas:  

 BIOTECHNOLOGY 
O EFFECTS AND IMPACTS OF GENETICALLY MODIFIED COTTON AND EDIBLE 

CROPS ON NON-TARGET ORGANISMS 

 PEST MANAGEMENT 
O DEVELOPMENT OF INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES FOR 

COTTON AND CEREALS (GENETICALLY MODIFIED AND CONVENTIONAL 
VARIETIES) 

 CLIMATE CHANGE 

o DEVELOPMENT OF NEW AGRICULTURAL TECHNIQUES THAT ADAPT TO 
CLIMATE CHANGE  

Length of Fellowships: 

Fellowships are between six to 12 weeks in length.  All program proposals should include goals that are 
achievable within the timeframe.  After completing the U.S.-based portion of the fellowship, the mentor 
visits the Fellow’s home institution for up to 10 days to continue the collaboration. 
 



 

 
Eligibility Requirements: 

Candidates will be evaluated, interviewed and selected based on the following criteria: 

 Citizen of Burkina Faso;  

 Good working knowledge of the English language;  

 Holds a master’s degree with a minimum of two years of practical experience;  

 Currently employed by a university, government, research institution and/or other institution with 
the intent to continue working in the home country for a minimum of two years following the return 
from the United States;  

 Early to midstage of professional career; and  

 Experience and focus in Biotechnology, Pest Management, or Climate Change.                           

Application Requirements: 

Eligible candidates are invited to submit their completed application, including the following attachments, 

no later than January 4, 2012.  Submitted applications should include: 

 Application form; 

 Program proposal (two to three pages) and action plan; 

 Signed approval from applicant's home institution;  

 Two letters of recommendation;  

 Copy of college/university transcript(s)  from which degree(s) was received;  

 Copy of passport identification page; and  

 One passport sized photo.  

Please include all application materials in one PDF document.  

 Contact Information: 

For questions regarding the application process or the Borlaug Fellowship Program, please see 
the contact information below.  All electronic applications sent by email must contain “2012 BFP 
Applicant” in the subject line and should be sent to the following contacts:

Russell Knight 
Email:  Russell.Knight@fas.usda.gov 

Fana Sylla 
Email:  Fana.Sylla@fas.usda.gov 

Karen Uetrecht  
Email: Karen.Uetrecht@fas.usda.gov 
 
Tacarra Birmingham  
Email: Tacarra.Birmingham@fas.usda.gov 

 

Or mailed to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OAA Dakar 

American Embassy 

Ave. Jean XXII 

B.P. 49 
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Dakar, Senegal  

 

 

Telephone: (011-221) 33-869-61-81  
 
   

Further information is available at our website: http://www.fas.usda.gov/icd/borlaug/Borlaug.asp  
 


